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A SUMMARY OF THE EVIDENCE, &c. 



X HE whole of that quarter of the Globe called Africa^ 
firom which the Negroes are now carried to the West Indies, 
is of great extent, and very ^pulous, and supposed to con* 
^tain between 5oand70 millions of people ; the northern parts 
of this Country were full of rich populous cities, the Inhabi* 
tants whereof were learned and polished 1500 years before 
these parts of Europe were known to the rest of the world, 
and sunk in ignorance and barbarism. In that early period 
of the history of Mankind, and ever since, the Inhabitants of 
those Countries have had a commerce and communication 
with the interior parts of Africa ; yet so far has such inter« 
course been from civilizing the Inhabitants, they are degene- 
rated, ^nd become almost Savages themselves; so that from 
that Country called fiarbary, savage people are called Bai^ 
barians. 
The Inhabitants of Africa, from the Tropic of Cancer to 
" the Cape of Good Hope, a tradl of 4000 miles from North to 
South, jffc in the same uncivilized state which they were in 
upwards of 3000 years ago, except on the sea-coast, where 
their intercourse with the Europeans, who have carried on 
tliat traffic, which is now the subjed of discussion^ has sof* 
tened their manners. In every other part of the Country they 
are still without religion, learning, arts> or any regular or 
settled government. 

We have not any very ancient histories of this Countiy— 
urejearn however that Bshjamin de TvorLA about <oo^ 
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years ago speaks of a part of Africa called Asvan, where the 
Abyssinians used to throw bread, rice, dryed raisins, and figs, 
in large quantities among the balf-farnhhtd Blacks,^ whom, 
while they scrambled for them like dogs, they seized and car- 
ried aw^y Prisoners and sold them in Egypt, and other Coun- 
tries ; these>says de Tudel a» are the Negroes or Black Slaves, 
the posterity of Ha m— how far their continuing ih their pre- 
sent uncivilized state for so many thousand years may be im- 
puted' tb the curse of Noah, on the posterity of Canaan 
we pTtsi)me itof to d'erermine. 

Kefetdfore ^mahy thousand of Black ^layes were sold in 
EgJT^t, from whence they were sent all over India, and other 
parts of the East, to Mahometans : it appears also that a 
great many of these people were made eunuchs^ to. attend the 
Seraglios of thp Mahometan Princes. As the Mahometans 
did iiot trade far down th? Coast on the West Side of Africa, 
the Inhabitants of those parts were scarcely known till after 
the discovery of the Fassage round the* Cape of Good Hope, 
by the Portuguese, who then found the Inhabitants were . 
continually ot war with each other ; they murdered all their 
Prisonersjj tiJI they fpund they courd sell them to the Euro- 
peans, who, by purchasing thetti, saved milirons of ll.-es. 

So late as fourscore years ago it was the custoin of a savage 
Nation, called Gallas or Jagas, to cause all their children to 
Be buried ^live as soon as born, ami they supplied their 
places by captives of 12 and 13 years of age, th^ i!&es they 
Bred up for war, and kept the females for procreation • The 
unhappy remains of the captives of both sexes were sacrificed 
to their idols, or killed ^nd eaten — ^not in time of scarcity of 
cattle or other provisions, but in preference to all other flesh 
ff-so say the Authors of the Universrai Modern History in 
^heir history of Africa. . 

pur CQuntryman, ^nelgraye^ Who Was at Whidawi apcl 
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Dbiiged'to akind the kingof Dahomey^ wlienke dttack^ 
and conquered those peoples 'tells us that on his arrival at 
the gate <tf the king's camp, he saw the heads of 4000 of tM 
people of Whidaw, who had been sacrificed^ to the God of 
the Conquerors about three Weeks before. He next mentions 
-** eight hundred prisoners brought in from a neighbouring 
'** Natron called Tutfb, great part of whom the king set 
**' aside to sacrifice to his Idol, the reniainder he would have 
*♦ €acrificed also, had not the Englishmen bought them/' 

The soldiers were paid for them in shells called Cowries^ 
at the rate of ^c Shillings for a man, and 10 Shillings fora 
^ woman, boy, or girl. Some .thousands of dead people*s heads 
were brought into the Court, 'hanging on strings, for which 
the officers* as they received them, gave the soldiers at the 
rate of five shillings each. 

Bullfinch Lamb, in his letter to Governor Tinicbh, 
dated 27th Nov, 1724, says of this Prince '* he has already 
" set his two chief Palaces round with the scullt 6f dead men 
*' which 'he killed tn war, as thick as they ean He on the 
*' walls one by another, each of which- palaces'are in circutn- 
" ference larger than St. James's Park;" Captain SfAtruf 
Who was there also tells us, that when he walked out, there 
was scarce any stirring for bodies without heads ; and* had it 
fained Moody it could not have laid thicker on the groundi 

This was the miserable situation of the people before the 
Europeans purchased them; they were ialways at w^r,-and 
' killed and eat one another by thousands ; since that time the 
same Authors tell us that these barbarous customs have been 
much left off by the people who trade with the Europeans. 
Snelgrave says, that the people on the sea-coast abhorred 
such cruelty, and particularly the people of Whidaw were sd * 
civilized by commerce, that it was a pleasure to deal with 
them. These butcheries and sacrifices to their Gods do not. 
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however, appear to be entirely left ofF, except in those parts 
where they trade with the Europeans, and e?en there if the 
Trade is put a stop to, there is no doubt but they would be' 
renewed; 

So that this superior state of civilization is owing intirely 
to the Slat/e Tradi, which ignorant or designing people want 
to abolish. For this purpose, they have published the most 
infamous falsehoods, pretending that the persons transported 
from Africa to the West Indies, are .kidnapped or taken pri- 
soners in wars excited by the Europeans, solely for the pur- 
pose of selling them to the traders; that they are barba«' 
rously treated in the passage between Africa and America^ 
and inhumanly used after their arrival there. 

In> order to impose on the good people of this country, 
they have published a/2i/r^ arr^ir/ of the. Evidence produced 
before the Committee of the House of Commons, suppress* 
iog all the Evidence of Lord Rodney and the other British 
Admirals and Generals, who have been in Africa and the 
West Indies, and his Majesty's Governors in those-parts pf 
the world, a small part of whose Evidence, it is thought 
proper to publish, that the truth may be known. 

John Barnes, Esquire, Governor of Senegal, andTno- 
MAS Paplet, Esquire, an Officer in the African Corps ; tes- 
tify that justice is fairly administered in that and the neigh- 
bouring countries; and that no wars are modi for thtpuirpost of 
making Slaves ; that if any Prince was to enter into such war, 
he would draw the forces of all the neighbouring States upon 
himself; that what is called kidnappipg, is impossihk^ they 
prove that what they call wars, or breaking of villages, are 
modes of executing the law against those who will not pay 
their taxes, when these taxes or duties are due. Notice is 
given to the inhabitants,, that if they are not paid by a cer- 
tajin day, their persons will be seized to compel the payment. 
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and the king sends out his soldiers^ as soldiers are sent after 
smugglers in this country^ to arrest the people, who are re* 
leased on payment of what is due ; if they do not pay, as 
many of them are^bld for Slaves, as will be sufficient to raise 
the money ; which, perhaps, some people may consider, is as 
humane treatment, as flie perpetual imprisonment of such 
debtors, by the laws of Great Britain. These fads are al^o 
proved by Governor W^uyes, Mr. Gandt, Captain Heat- 
LY, Mr. Penny, Lieutenant Mathews, Mr. Nor r is, 
Mr. Dalzel, Governor Miles, who also prove, that the 
Natives murder the greatest part of those whom the £uro<- 
peans refuse to buy. Admiral Epwakd^, gives Evidence to 
th^ same purport. Most of the before-mentioned gentlemen 
speak the language of the country, and have lived many 
years in Africa ; from ^beir testimony it is easy to reconcile 
the apparent contradidtion between these accounts, and that 
of those witnesses, who speak of the Negroes going to war to 
obtain Slaves, and kidnapping Negroes, as common practices: 
For it plainly appears, by comparing the Accounts of all the 
^eo|>le who have given Evidence upon tiiis subject, that the 
OIBcers of the Negro Princes, go out to enforce the Law, 
and recover their taxes ; they go amud to prevent resistance^ 
they go in the night, to prevent the debtors seeing them and 
getting away, they seize or arrest their servants or children 
if they meet them on the road. 

"These circumstances, make the sailors and people who 
have their information frooi them, conclude these proceed- 
inj^s, which are only a6U of Public Justice, according to the 
mode of executing the Law in that Country, to be war or 
pillage, they call these expeditions wars, and the taking up the 
Negroes, kidnapping, audit is by no means improbable, that 
the Natives adopt these English words, as expressive of others 
that have a very different meaning ; e. g. the word palavers. 
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a corniprion of the Portuguese cr Spanish pakbras^ ^ Word ■ 

or discoorse, is used all over the west coast of Africa, by the wj 

natives and European sailors, to' signify any treaty,»or agree^ bo 

liient, a law suit, avriminjahprosecution, 8ic. Thu4, sending tb( 

tile Officers of- Justice o^ that Country to colle6l the taxes, coi 

ha&, ^mong the English Sailors, gof the name of fF'ar ; and bh 

ttrrtsttHg one of the inhabi^ants, is called by the sailors, kid- ao 

napping. But all the histories of Africa fbr these last two ill 

hundred years, prove, not only, that no wars are entered ini 

Into for the purpose of obtaining slaves, l^ut that whenever bi 

there is War, no trade can be carried on. The Evidence of at 

Captain Penny, Captain Prazbr, Lieutenant Dalzel, , d 

— — NoRRrs,'Esq. areftfU to that point, and Thomas An- in 

bBRUON, Esqi particularly testifies,that on account of a war in w 

^he Country, \vhich lasted from 1762 to I764, a Bristol ship cl 

Was obliged to lay two years before she could get a cargo of ii 

Slaves. If from the Testimony of such respectable witnesses, . c^ 

men in such stations of life, as would render them despicable tl 

to their neighbours and acquaintance if th^ were known to 
advance a fttlsity> It 19 clear, chat no Wars or Kidnapping are ( 

die .means of making Slaves ; and the above explanation of < 

the words> as being the sense in which they are used, recon- , 

dies the apparent difference of the Accounts giten by gen- 
tlenien> who^ not understanding the language of the country, 
have relied on the Accounts given by the Traders, As to the 
declarations of common sailors and other low people, who 
have be^n picked up and tutored, for the purpose of giving 
Evidence^ or whose information has been drawn up for them 
by others, fhey are not only subje^ to the same objt^ion of 
not understanding the Language, nor the meaning of the 
words used by the Natives, but they are, for the roost part, 
so inconsistent and absurd, as to be totally unworthy of 
<redit4 
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The next charge of ill-treatment on the Traders, Is with 
regard to the want of Accommodation of the Negroes on 
board the ships, in thek passage to jLhe West Indies, but as 
thesuccess of the voyage, depends on their safety and health, 
common sense will kad. us to conclude, that the best possi« 
ble care is taken by the Captains of the ships in that resped ; 
accordingly we find, by undoubted Evidence, that the space 
allowed for a full-grown Negroe to lie in, is a breadth of i6 
inches, whereas that of a sailor on board a man of war, is 
Ibut 14, that the Negroes in Africa sleep upon the ground, 
and therefore sleeping on the deck is no hardship, that ex- 
clusive of the small space the sailors have to lie in, they are 
incumbered with their hammocks and clothes, consequently, 
when troops are cafried on board men of war, with their 
clothes and accoutrements, they are not so well accommodatei 
in four tim6s the space allowed to a Negroe, who has neither 
chest, arms, nor accoutrements, bedding, or clothes, which 
they never want in their own country. 

Although it is certain, when the sniall-pox, scurvy, flux, 
or any putrid or contagious disorders, get among a ship's 
crew, or the troops or Negroes carried in the vessel, the 
distress of the people on board must be very great, yet it 
must be much more so in a ship crouded with troops, whose 
hammocks and bedding cannot be cleansed from the filth 
which they must inevitably contract, so easily as the decks and 
platforms on which the Negroes sleep, which are daily 
washed \yith vinegar, and cleansed and fumigated with brim- 
stone and tobacco ; accordingly when these diseases get on 
board men of war or transport vessels on long voyages, the 
mischief is greater than on board Slave Ships. 

But Pasliament has thought proper to make regulations 
in that respedl, and to dired fewer Negroes shall be carried 
in the same sized vessel than heretofore ; it remains to be 
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proved whether such regulations will be advantageous : iif 
they should be found so, every person in the trade wiU be 
equally benefited and satisfied. Should one life in a hun- 
dred be saved by those, the Planters will, with great satis- 
fadion, pay the advanced price which it will be necessary to 
pay for those brought over, whose freight must be propor- 
tionably advanced ; and doubtless the people who talk so 
much of their humanity, will readily pay a higher price for * 
thesugar made by the Negroes, which must certainly cost 
more than before in making. 

We cxaske now to a more agreeable part of the task we set 
ourselves, in the examination of the Evidence before the 
Lords of the Privy Council and the Seleft Committee of th^ 
House of Commons, afJK, the Situation and Treatment of 
the Negroes in the West Indies. It was not possible to hope 
for so great a number ot disinterested Evidences in the for- 
mer parts of the subjedt under examination, because Africa 
is seldom or ever visited from motives of health, pleasure, 
or curiosity. Those who are sent there on duty, except the 
Governors of the Forts or Settlements, seldom stay long, 
or have any knowledge of the language : but the case is far 
otherwise with respedk to the West Indies. The number of 
disinterested gentlemen, of high rankt who have resided 
there for many yeai^s, enables us to give the most incon- 
testible proofs of the happiness of the Negroes in that part 
of the World, 

To say nothing of the Testimony given by the Gentlemen 
of the fairest reputation, men of rank and fortune, who ztc 
Planters themselves, and who therefore may be considered 
in some measure biassed. Lord Rodney testifies/ " That 
** he has been acquainted with the different parts of the 
^' West Indies ever since the year 1761, and he never saw 
«^ any but humane treatment towards the Negroes there.-— 
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** He never saw ^ny instance of cruelty; but, on the con* 
" trary> great forbearanco^ The punishments inflided were 
" not too severe. That, in Jamaica, hehas seen 5000 or' 600a 
*' Negroes going to market, on a Saturday evening, with the 
" produce of their own grounds, such as Fruit and Garden^ 
** stfif, PoMhrj and Figs of their own breeding, which they > 
•* sell for their own profit. With resped to Ipdging, they 
** are in general, better off than the poor in this country ; 
" they never appear to be over- worked, aad do considerable 
** less work than the labouring men in England ; that they 
** work from sun*rise to sun-set, (that is, from about six 
*' o'clock in the morning to six in the evening ; the sun 
'* never rising or setting much earlier or later in those 
'' countries): that they have about an hour allowed ^hem for 
** break&st, and two hours for dinner; that he has often 
" wished the poor in this country were in so happy a condl- 
*' tion ; that they have all the appearance of happiness and 
" vivacity, and generally dance in the evening after their 
*' work is ended.^ 

'' Admiral Sir Peter Parker never heard of any a&s of 
cruelty for four or five years, when he commanded in the 
West Indies ; that, in the houses he visited, the Negroes 
were treated with the greatest humanity and attention,* and 
particularly when they were sick. He has been at many 
plantations in Jamaica, and found the slaves well cloathed : 
some remarkably neat and clean. The women particularly 
pique themselves on being *so. The slaves are well fed by 
their masters, and besides have plantations of their own. 
Those that are industrious grow rich, and enjoy themselves 
very much; their lodging more comfortable than imr cottages^ 
He does not know any of our labouring poor so n»ill hdged. 
They appear happy and satisfied ; they not only sing and 
dance after their work, but you may hear them sing in the 
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field while they are at work ; end that they enjoy themscl^eJ 
a great deal more than -the While People in the West Jn- 
<die«." 

** Admiral Bah r i ngton agrees in every point with Lord 
.Rodney and Sir F£T£R Pakker ; and Admiral Barring- 
^ON says, that when he was stationed at'Barbadoes last war^ 
he went ashore almost every day for three months^ and mpst 
frequently visited the Plantations which lay near the shore, 
*and ilfever saw an aft of cruelty exercised upon the Negroes^ 
not a srngie stroke given them> except in one instance, which> 
•upon inquiry i he found to be a husband beating his wife 
with a- whip, because she had been a whoring all the^preced- 
ing night. That their huts were infinitely superior to- th^ 
Jrish cabins, .much cleaner and neater. That the Negroes 
are not over-worked in aiiy respe£l, and if you compare their 
ivork with that of a Sailor belonging to a. merchant ship in 
loading and unloading, the latter Will be found to do as 
much work m a day, as the former in a week. That the 
sjaves appear to be much happier than the labouring poor 
of Ireland, and many parts of Or^t Britain.** 

** Sir Joshua Rowley was stationed three or four years iii 
Jamaica, and he never saw any cruelty used, but the Ne- 
groes treated with the greatest attention : that the Negroes 
on the Plantations were always properly clothed, and much 
better fed than the labourers in England : that they have all 
small cotfages of their own, which are kept veryfcan 'and 
neat.'' 

•* Admiral HoTH AM Ms been five years in the whole in the 
Windward Islands ; in Jamaica saw but three Negroes pu- 
nished with whippings not severely. Has seen punishments 
more severe infti6ted on the Soldiers and Sailorsi As to ar- 
ticles of food, lodgings and clothes, he agrees with the for- 
mer evidence. '* 
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** Admiral Arftjthnot has been frequently [in the West 
Indies, and confirms every thing said by the former witnes- 
ses as to food, ciothesV lodging, and punishment of the Ne- 
groe, particularly the latter, beipg less severe than th%t of^ 
Soldiers and Sailors/'^ 

" Admiral Edwards gives exa£dy the same Jestimony." 

** Captain Robert Lambert has been seven or eight years * 
in the West Indies, at different times, the last time as a 
Commissioner of the Navy; and agrees in his evidence with 
the before-mentioned gentlemen.** 

*' Commodore Allbn Gardener, oneof the Lords of the 
Admiralty, the last O0icer of the Navy who commanded in 
chief at Jamaica, gives the same Account, and all the before 
named gentlemen, who are the mo^t competent judges, as 
they ^e almost s^lways on shore in time of peace, riding 
about the country, i ad visiting the principal inhabitants^ 
declare,^* 

" They do net conceive White Men can do the work of a 
** Plantation in the West Indies. 

. " That the Abolition of the Slave Trade by Great Bn- 
f * tain would throw it into the hands of Foreigners, 

«f That the present stock of Negroes cannot be kept up 
f* without fresh Importation.— And^ 

«* That the We3t India Trade is one of the great supports 
f* of the British Navy ; and that the Abolition of the Slave 
** Trade will no doubt injure that of the West Indies, and 
f' lessen the numbprs of the Ships and Seamen.'* 

In addition to the Evidence of the Admirals, the sam^ 
testimony, a» to the good treatment and the happiness of the 
Negroes, may be added that of 

Lord Macartnet, Governor of Grenada. 

{jord p vff M0RE4 Govfrnof of (h^ Bahama Islands, 
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Sir Ralph Payne, K. B. Governor of Antigua. 
Sir Thomas Shirley, Governor pf the same Island. 
Sir JoHH Dalling, Bart, Governor of Jamaica. 
Sir Archibald Campbell, 1 Governcaj of the same 
General Clarke, , / Island. 

Sir Jo H N Or b E , Governor of Dominica. 
• Governor Seton, of St, Vincent's. 
Governor Parry, of Barbadoes. 

To these are to be added the testimonies of the Legislative 

Bodies of all the Islands in the West Indies ; who have alL 

returned such Answers, in writing, to th^ Quejstions put to 

them b^ the King's Ministers, as corroborate and exa6Uy 

agree with the before-mentioned accounts. And in answer 

particularly to the following Question put to them, viz. . 

** Does the Qijantity of Labour, which it is necessary to 

" require from the Negroes, vary materially, in differ- 

" ent parts of the Year, as it does here in Harvest 

" Time?" 

The Governors and Members of the Legislatures of Jamaica, 

Barbadoes, Antigua, Montserrat, Nevis, Grenada, Dominica, 

St. Vincent's, and St.. Christopher's, universally declare. 

That although the hardest labour is in the time of making 

Sugar, they are universally more cheerful, healthy, and 

happy, than at any other time, from the salutary effedls of 

the Cane Juice ; as they eat as many of the Canes as . they 

please> and drink great quantities of the Juice when it is 

boiled. 

On examining and weighing' the whole of the Evidence, 
the Motion of Mr. Wilberforce was rejefted by a very 
great majority of the House of Con^mons. Yet the Gentle- 
men who brought forward the Question refuse to abide by 
the Decision of the Representatives of the People i but have 
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{)Ursued the most unwarrantable means to procure Petitions 
to the Bou^e, to abolish a Trade they are taught to believe 
unjust and cruel, from dedar^itions of people of the lowest 
class, sought for in Brothels> Jails, and Tippling-houses— 
Stnu^gglers— Runaway Sailors — Discarded Overseers and Ser- 
vants'—and other people of low charader, many of whom 
would not be worthy of credit even upon oath. The people 
who call themselves Abolitionists have extraded, from the 
accounts given by these men, what they call a Summary of 
the Evidence on this Question — leaving out the testimony of 
all those of the Gentlemen before mentioned — and have 
thereby deceived and imposed upon the People in the Coun- 
try. Yet these men boast of humanity — though they are 
guilty of crimes equal to perjury, for the purpose of injuring 
the fortune and reputation of men who, in carrying on their 
Plantations, employ thousands of the Husbandmen, Farmers^ 
and Manufadurers of this Country :— for is not a man as 
guilty, who suppresses truth for the purpose of gaining his 
cause, as he who swears falsely f 

No mah can examine with candour and impartiality the 
History of Africa, and the whole of the Evidence laid before 
the House upon this business, but must be satisified— 

1st, That if Great Britain was to refuse to permit the 
Trade to Africa for Negro Labourers, other Nations would 
carry it on. 

Zdify, That without new supplies of Negroes from Africa 
the Plantations in the West Indies would be ruined* 

jiffy. That if all the European Nations were to join in 
prohibiting that Traffic, the Negroes which are at too great 
a distance from Barbary to be purchased by those people to 
be made Eunuchs of, would return to their old practice of 
sacrificing them by thousands, as they txsed to do formerly. 
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Jitbfy, That Wars are not made for thq purpose of procur- 
ing SlaveSj, nor are Negroes kidnapped; but, on the con- 
trary. Wars are not only less sanguinary than heretofore, but 
less frequent, because they put a stop to Trade. 

5//^ That every possible care is Uken of them in the 
transportation from Afnca to the West Indies ; and that they 
me less crowded in the Ships than voluntary Emigrants from 
Scotland and Irelaod, or Soldiers in Transport^. 

6tJ^iy, That they are most attentively and kindly treated 
hy their Masters in the West Indies ; that they are happy 
and contented ; are better fed, clothed, and lodged, than the 
Peasants in most parts of Europe, That their Labour is 
much less, severe ; that they have no care on account of their 
Children^— which are provided for by their Masters in their 
infancy, as they themselves are ia their sickness or oJd age. 

The nature of the Trade for Negroes, their kind Treat- 
ment; «id happy Situation, being thus ascertained by such 
incontrovertible evidence; the absurdity of calling by the 
name of Sls^ves people who are no more so t^an Parish Ap- 
prentices in England, except as to Duration*— and in point of 
Duration not more so than the Common People in Russia, 
Poland^ and many other parts of £urope«-is apparent. 
How absurd and hypocritical must be the pretences of people, 
who say we have no right to purchase Sugar, because it is 
criminal^ in the Planter to make it by the laibour of Slaves, 
when they make no objedion to buy the Hemp, Flax, and 
Deals of Russia-^the Cotton, the Miahogaiiy, Cochineal, 
Indigo>» and other Dyeing Materials, and the Gold and Sliver 
of the West Indies«-.which are all procured by the same 
means I 






